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“Children in the Reception class thrive and make good progress in all areas of development. 

Staff have high expectations and have created a welcoming, nurturing environment were 

children thrive….Children behave well. They learn to collaborate, share with and respect one 

another. They have well-developed learning habits. Children are calm and focused as they 

engage intently in their chosen activity. Children have suitable freedom to make choices and 

decisions about their learning. Children benefit from an array of interesting activities. These 

help children develop their inquisitiveness as they learn through exploration.” 

 Ofsted March 2017 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

This is a crucial stage of children’s education in its own right and it has its own guidance and 

curriculum which span the years from birth to five years of age.  Our curriculum was revised 

following a national consultation and came into effect from September 2012.  

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their 

potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and 

age five have a major impact on their future life chances.  A secure, safe and happy childhood is 

important in its own right.  Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the 

foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.”   

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage, DFE, 2012  
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The principles which guide our work in the Early Years are grouped into four themes:  

A Unique Child – every child is a unique child who is constantly learning and can be resilient, 

capable, confident and self-assured.  

Positive Relationships – children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.  

Enabling Environments – children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their 

experiences respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between 

practitioners and parents and carers.   

Learning and Development – children develop and learn in different ways. The framework covers 

the education and care of all children in early year's provision, including children with special 

educational needs and disabilities.  Practitioners teach children by ensuring challenging, playful 

opportunities across the prime and specific areas of learning and development.   

 

Play is of vital importance and the guidance stresses this need. 

‘Play underpins all development and learning for young children. It is through play that they develop 

intellectually, creatively, physically, socially and emotionally.’   

(Guidance for the Early Years Early Years – Setting the standards for Learning, Development and Care 

from birth to five.’  DCSF publications 2008)  

 

How do Romsey Abbey Early Years children learn?  

  

The children’s learning is centred round the Characteristics of 

Effective Learning.  

  

Playing and Exploring - engagement  

Finding out and exploring   

Playing with what they know  

Being willing to ‘have a go’  
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Active Learning - motivation  

Being involved and concentrating  

Keeping on trying  

Enjoying achieving what they set out to do  

  

Creating and Thinking Critically - thinking   

Having their own ideas  

Making links  

Choosing ways to do things.  

 

What do Romsey Abbey children learn?  

 There are seven areas of learning in the revised EYFS.     

 There are 3 Prime Areas, these are:   

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development     

Children are provided with experiences to support them in making relationships, managing feelings 

and behaviour and developing self-confidence and self-awareness.                                                         

Communication and Language  

Children’s learning and competence in speaking, 

understanding, listening and attention is supported and 

extended.  Children are given opportunities, encouragement 

and confidence to use their skills in a range of situations and 

for a range of purposes.  

Physical Development  

Children are given opportunities to be active and interactive 

and to improve their fine and gross motor skills of 

coordination, control, manipulation and movement. They 

practice their self-care skills and develop an understanding of 

keeping safe and healthy. They must have opportunities to 

develop an understanding of the importance of physical           

activity and making healthy choices in relation to food.   
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There are 4 specific areas, these are:  

Literacy  

Children are supported in developing their reading 

and writing skills. Children should be read to and 

encouraged to develop the skills that will enable them 

to begin to read and write. Children learn to use their 

phonic knowledge to read and write simple sentences. 

Children are given opportunity, encouragement and 

confidence to choose to use their skills in a range of 

situations and for a range of purposes.   

 

 

Mathematics   

Children are supported in their understanding of numbers, 

shape, space and measures in a broad range of contexts. They 

can explore, enjoy, learn, practise and talk about their 

developing understanding. Children learn to count reliably to 20 

and use mathematical vocabulary to problem solve, such as 

more, less, addition and subtraction, halves and doubles. 

Through practical activities, comparisons of shape, space and 

measure are 

made, using 

vocabulary as 

well as their 

ability to 

question and 

problem solve.  
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Understanding of the World  

Children are supported in their understanding of people and 
communities, the world and technology. They will encounter creatures, 
people, plants and objects in their natural environments and real-life 
situations; undertake practical experiments; and work with a wide 
range of materials.  We give children the opportunity to explore 
different cultures and traditions by focusing on celebrations such as 
Chinese New Year. We also lay the foundations for children’s 
understanding in Religious Education by teaching about what Christians 
believe. We do this through stories, drama, art and music, using 
teacher-led activities and our continuous provision. Children have 
opportunities to use ICT in this area of their learning in many different 
ways.  The use of cameras, CD players, computers, photocopiers and 
programmable toys are all resources we use to enhance the children’s 
development.   
 

Expressive Arts and Design   

Children are provided with opportunities to be imaginative and explore and share their thoughts, 

ideas and feelings through a variety of media and materials, including art, music, dancing, 

imaginative and role-play activities, mathematics, and design and technology. 

 

Continuous Provision  

Throughout the Early Years we aim to provide a happy, caring and stimulating environment where 

children have the opportunity to mix with other children and adults, become increasingly 

independent and continue to develop a positive attitude to themselves and learning.  We want them 

to enjoy school!  Our expectations for all behaviour and we aim to ensure that all children reach 

their full potential.    

Children work and play in carefully resourced and 

organised areas which are planned to develop all 

seven areas of learning.  The children may choose 

where and what to work with and they will also be 

encouraged to take part in some activities led by 

adults.  In all cases the adults use their knowledge of 

the Early Years’ curriculum, how children learn and 

their knowledge of the individual children and their 

needs to support their learning and development.   
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These areas of provision will be enhanced at times, adding materials and prompts to support 

development of deeper learning.  

The Outdoor Curriculum  

Some things can only be experienced directly and are, 

therefore, best learned outside; being outside gives children 

first-hand contact with weather, seasons and patterns in our 

exciting natural world.   

Outdoor learning supports children who learn best through 

activity or movement.  It supports the development of healthy 

and active lifestyles.  It offers opportunities for doing things in 

different ways and on different scales other than when 

indoors.    

Children have the freedom to explore, use their senses, and be physically active and exuberant.  It 

allows children the freedom to make their own decisions and experiment within limits, develop their 

creativity and problem solving skills and provides opportunities for imagination, inventiveness and 

resourcefulness.   

In Early Years our children spend time in the outdoors following a Forest School Curriculum one 

afternoon a week. 

This is led by a member of Early Years staff. 

We believe an outdoor environment should be:   

 Welcoming  

 Exciting and stimulating.  

 Safe, secure and accessible so that children can     move freely between the indoor and 

outdoor environments.  

 Offer protection from extreme weather conditions through the provision of shade and 

shelter.  
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How will I know if my child is making progress?  

Photographs and observations of the children are used to build 

up a Learning Journey but are also used to record progress 

towards the Early Learning Goals.  These are the goals set by the 

Department for Education (DfE) for children at the end of their 

reception year.  This progress is reviewed regularly so that 

intervention can be planned where children are identified as 

needing further support. There are planned opportunities for 

discussion – with Focus Child meetings several times in the year. 

We are also happy to talk to you at any point on an informal 

basis about your child’s progress. Towards the end of the 

Summer Term you will also receive your child’s annual report. 

 

 

Observation, Assessment and Planning in the Early Years Foundation Stage 

The starting point of our daily assessment in Early Years is always with the child; what they are 

choosing to do, what their interests are and who and what continuous provision resources they are 

accessing in the environment.  As every child has a unique set of abilities and talents, capturing these 

in different situations through observation is vital.  Observation also provides opportunities for us to 

access the needs of each child in order to enable accurate objective-led planning.  This details the 

next steps in each child’s development.  Through the online learning journal, Tapestry, many of these 

observations, assessments and next steps are shared with you and you are also able to contribute to 

your child’s profile.  Sharing information in this way allows for a holistic approach that ensures each 

child is always central to their learning in our Early Years Foundation Stage. 

  

 


